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Business 
of 
Camping 

by Ray Agnew 

Campgrounds had a good vaca tion 
season in 1970 if we are to judge from 
spot reports received from various sec
tions of the country. 

Apparen tly the t ight money situation 
and the depression did 110t adversely 
affect business. Possibly the current 
economic conditions may have aided 
campground trade. It is likely that 
families turned to camping in increasing 
numbers as an inexpensive and pleasur
able mode of vacationing. 

As contrasted to the campground 
season, I hear that the mo tel summer 
vacation trade was nor ma l. It certainly 
was not a banner yea r. Commercial 
trade for hotels and mote ls has proba bly 
been hurt. 

*' * * 
Back-packing is receiving a tremen

dous boost in popularity. The Atlantic 
or eastern chapter of the Sierra Club 
had 8,000 niembers in June 1969 and 
11,000 in January 1970, a 37 percent 
increase in a half year! These are the 
people who go mountain climbing, hik
ing, backpacking, cross-co un try skiing ' 
and canoeing. 

There is also good evidence of 
mounting sales of this type of equip
ment. In th e New York-New England 
area a small chain of four stores special
izing only in backpack, moun ta in and 
similar type equipment, has become 
established (Alpine Recreation). 

Alpine re ports a substantial gain in 
revenues in 1970 over 1969 . Another 
large cam ping outlet- Morsan, with four 
stores circling the Greater New York 
Metropoli tan Area- reports a corres
ponding healthy increase in sales of this 
type of eq uip ment. 

With this sudden spurt in interest in 
the rugged outdoor sports I think that 
camp gr ounds appropriately loca ted 
could well promote those activit ies to 
advantage- hiking tra ils for backpackers, 
nature t rails, cross country ski ing and 
canoeing. 

:::* * 
One of the crying needs in the 

able var iety of equipme nt to cope with: 
electrically controlled trailer brakes, hot 
water systems with heater, space heater, 
refrigerator (electric and gas), plumbing 
system, elect ric system. It is going to be 
profitable for many more service sta
tions to equip themselves by having 
trained personne l for rec vehicles and by 
stocking a supply of spare parts. Some 
of the larger R V parks might well install 
a service station for these vehicles. 

It is heartening to see that Winne
bago has taken a very constructive step 
along these lines. It has pu blished a 
recreation vehicle service manual for 
Service Stations. This is a 14-page 
primer outlining how the service station 
operator may profit by serving the 
millions of recreation vehicles on the 
road. It covers services to be offered and 
generally fa miliarizes the service station 
operator with recreation vehicles. For a 
copy of the manual send 25 cents to 
cover postage and handling to: Winne

* * * 
At campgrounds we sti ll have with us 

the old proble m of the rec veh icle which 
uses a slop bucket to catch the dish
water under the trailer if there is no 
sewer hookup. In any. number of cases 
the bucket overflows, thus causing 
ground pollution and attracting flies. 

A t the slow rate at which sewer 
outlets arc being added in existing 
campgrounds, we will not see a solu tion 
to the problem from this quarter. The 
only sensible answer is to supply rec 
vehicles with large enough holding ta nks 
to handle both dishwater and discharge 
from the toilets. 

Most private parks now have a cen
tral dumping station. A fe w parks have 
the added convenience of a "honey 
wagon" which travels around the park 
and empties tanks on the site. I think it 
is time for the R V industry to take a 
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TRAVEL TRAILERS 
Prices From 
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)1 GOING FOR YOUNG I-lin
t!0 I 4 I ~ Luxurious Luxury Liners. 
~ a , Style Leading Style Lina ers. Leisurely Lee Liners. 

15' to 30 ' models. Econom
ical motor homes. 21' models. Choice of interior design and decor. 
Choice of exterior colors. Gold Seal construction. RVI-USA A119.2 
standards . International Fan Trailer Club for all Fan owners. Super center 
frame and MOR/ryde suspension on most models. Dozens of special 
f eatures and options . 17th year of specializing in travel trailers. 

Write for your FAN brochure. 
FAN COACH CO .• INC .. DEPT. 32, BOX 100, LA GRANGE, IND. 46761. 
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