
SOLAR ENERGY 
continued from page 37 

Basically , the components of a so
lar still are simply a cone-shaped hole 
in the ground (18 inches deep in the 
center, about 40 inches in diameter), 
a five-foot square sheet of plastic, a 
smooth stone and a container to 
catch water. The accompanying dia
gram shows how to const ruct one, 
including a few ref inements. 

Average production of water from 
one still runs up to three pints per 
day. If fleshy plants-cacti are ideal, 
but any green matter helps-are 
placed in the hole, water yield can be 
up to 2% times as much . When soil is 
extremely dry and no f leshy plants 
are available, litt!e if any water may 
be obtained. The still will produce, 
however , if polluted water , brackish 
or sea water, even body wastes, are 
placed in a trough on the side of the 
hole. 

Using a flexible tube, running from 
the water container out of the still , as 
shown, makes it easy to draw water 
out without dismantling the still. 

You can make your own still using 
just a piece of plastic and a can, but 
commercia! kits are also available at 
reasonable cost. Ha rbor Scient if ic, 
PO. Box 2129, Costa Mesa, Cal ifor
nia, makes one that includes a tough, 
five- foo t-square, special ly treated 
plastic sheet , col lapsible plastic water 
container , plastic sheet fo r polluted 
water trough, 42-inch plast ic straw 
and a detailed instruction book. The 
latter contains valuable tips on desert 
survivai. The kit measures just four 
inches wide, 7% inches long and less 
than an inch thick. If you can't f ind it 
locally, Dick Cepek (see ad this is
sue) sells one for $2.49. 

So there you have it. There are lots 
of things that Oi' So! can do fo r 
campers besides giving them tans-or 
sunburns l Make a note to put him to 
work for you on your next camping 
trip. ® 

"If you think getling up here was rough, 
wait unlll we take the trip down!" 

BUILD YOUR OWN CAMPER ~~v:o 50% 

We have parts, 

supplies, aluminum skin. 
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And it's a/ways been that way w ith travel. See the newly designed 
Scotty trai lers. John Serra de 1974 models. There are 13, 15 and 
signed the Scotty to be light and 18 foot Scotty trai lers wai ti ng for 
practical. Yes, the price is light too. your decision at your loca l 
It's only heavy on comfort, fun and Scotty dealers. 

SERRO TRAVEL TRAILER CO. 
Aro lla R08Cl , Irwin , Pennsy l vcHl i a 156':' 2 B ri st ow , Ok laho ma 740 10 A5!1bu rn. Geo rr, l <l 3 1714 

Send me infor mation 
about the Ser ro Scotty 
family of compact 
trail e rs. 

I am a subscriber to 
this magazine 

e Yes C No 

Mail to the address nearest you: 

(pLEASE PRI NT) 

NAME 

ADDRESS ________________ 

C ITY ____________ STATE Z IP 

SERRa TRAVEL 8 -5 
TRAILER co. 
Aro na Road 
Irwi n, Pennsylvania 15642 

Scotty Drive 
Bristow, Oklahom a 74010 

Route # 2 
Ashburn, Georgia 31714 
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